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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 6-1 0 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent 
claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 6-10 have not been further 
treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 , 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Orr et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,984,091 (hereafter referred to as Orr). 

4. Orr teaches a package having first and second compartments. A removable 
picture postcard is disposed within the first compartment, and at least one removable 
utilitarian item other than a postal card is disposed within the second compartment. The 
package preferably is of transparent plastic for simultaneous viewing of both the 
postcard and the utilitarian item. The postcard can be removed and mailed the same as 
any souvenir card and the utilitarian item can be a prepaid telephone card. (Col. 1 , lines 
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49-63) As seen in FIG. 2, package 10 
may be comprised of a pair of panels 
13, 14 hinged at integral hinge 15 
having inner peripheral ridges 16 on 
one panel, such as panel 13, and 
inner peripheral grooves 17 on the 
other panel, such as panel 14, 
adapted to mate and interlock to close 
package 10. The panels 13, 14 can be 
quickly and easily separated by 
peeling them apart along edges 18, 
19, respectively, (see also FIG. 1) as 
is well known in the art. Thus, package 
10 may be made of a transparent 
plastic material, preferably heat sealed 
about the edges for security and easily 
peeled apart to provide access to 
postal card 11 and phone card. 
5. Orr clearly anticipates the pre- 
paid value carrier encased in a folded 
plastic envelope as claimed in claims 
1,2, and 5. 
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FIG. 3 



F I G. 2 
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6. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Goade U.S. Patent No. 6,109,439 (hereafter referred to as Goade). 

7. Goade teaches a data card security package which includes a data card and a 
paper covering. The paper covering includes a first cover portion and a second cover 
portion. Each of the first and second cover portions has a first side, a second side, and 
a layer of polyethylene disposed on one of the first side and the second side. The first 
cover portion overlaps at 
least a portion of the second 
cover portion so as to form a 
data card receiving 
envelope with the layer of 
polyethylene of the first and 
second cover portions 
positioned adjacent each 
other. At least a portion of 
the data card is positioned 
between the first cover 
portion and the second 
cover portion with the outer 
surface of the data card 
engaging the layer of 
polyethylene of the first 
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cover portion and the second cover portion and the coded data positioned against one 
of the first and second cover portions. The first cover portion is bonded to the second 
cover portion, and the first and second cover portions are bonded to the outer surface of 
the data card via the layer of polyethylene of the first and second cover portions 
whereby the data card is sealed between the first and second cover portions in a non- 
sliding relationship relative to the first and second cover portions such that unauthorized 
tampering with the paper covering to gain access to the data card is readily detectable. 
(Col, 1 line 64-Col. 2, line 19) An example of a data card is a prepaid calling card which 
provides an individual with a set dollar amount of long distance telephone calls. (Col. 1 , 
lines 25-28) 

8. The data card sealed between two layers of polyethylene coated paper 
anticipates the limitations set forth in claims 1-4. Since the paper layers recited by 
Goade are coated with polyethylene they meet both the limitations of being made of 
paper and plastic as recited in claims 2 and 3. Since both of the paper layers recited by 
Goade are covered on both sides by polyethylene, the invention recited by Goade has 2 
or more layers of plastic sealed together around a circumferential edge as recited in 
claim 4. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHELE JACOBSON whose telephone number is 
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(571 )272-8905. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30 AM- 
7 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carol Chaney can be reached on (571) 272-1284. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Michele L. Jacobson 
Examiner /M. J./ 

Art Unit 1794 

/Carol Chaney/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



